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the groats with arched crowns to be the coinage of
James IV. Lindsay" assigns nearly all the gold lozenge
lions to James I; and Wingate9 gives a new coinage to
James IV.

It is not difficult to account for this uncertainty. Five
monarchs, bearing the same name and style, reigned in
succession between 1406 and 1542. Three of these never
used a distinguishing numeral on their coins, and the
fourth only occasionally; nor are any dates found before
1539.10 The times in which they lived were characterized
by continual internal dissensions and constant changes in
the government, so that we have no certainty that the
public acts, authorising particular coinages, and. giving
general directions as to weights, fineness, and value, were
strictly carried out; while the greater portion of the more
particular minutes and accounts, which would have enabled
us to identify the coinages that were actually issued, can-
not now be found.

Another thing which has contributed very materially
to the prevalence of error in the classification of these
coins, is the disinclination to leave an uncertain type un-
appropriated till further evidence can be produced. The
most slender, and very often insufficient, grounds are
seized on to make appropriations which more exact know-
ledge proves to be erroneous.

Though it is greatly to be regretted that so few of the
original documents relating to the coinage have been
preserved, yet even those which are still extant have not

8 " Yiew of the Coinage of Scotland," p. 160.       "    .

9 "Illustrations of Scottish Coinage," p, 78.

10 There is not sufficient evidence to warrant us consider-
ing the XC. on the unicorns of James IT. as representing the
date 1490.    Vide Num. Chron., 1870, p. 242.